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If only we who are arrayed against the things for which 
Germany has stood, retain our idealisms efficiently and 
effectively until the peculiar brand of German "welt- 
geist" is no more, if though Germany destroyed Louvain 
we spare Cologne, if though the Teutons have depopu- 
lated innocent sections of France and of Belgium we, 
with full power to destroy, spare women and children to 
the east of the Ehine, if though Germany has passed the 
destroying hand of might over factory, farm and village, 
we, supreme, insist upon law and order and justice, if 
following the red breath of war we go about the business 
of a constructive recreation, Germany punished and 
genuinely penitent, we shall then in very truth have 
wrought pour la victoire integrate. We believe that the 
brave, anxious American fathers and mothers of the two 
million boys now over there may serenely await such a 
victory, for of such is the light which the free nations 
have set before their eyes. 



DEMOCRACY APPLIED 

Probably no fighting men in the history of warfare 
have been so well-looked after as the present Ameri- 
can forces at home and abroad. Never before have such 
antidotes for homesickness, loneliness and depression 
been furnished to military representatives of a nation. 
The club centers, athletic events, theatricals, the "touch 
of real home," all have gone a long way toward making 
a most unnatural environment both normal and whole- 
some. But it must not be overlooked that one of the 
most significant results of the war is the fact that Prot- 
estant and Catholic, Jew and Gentile, can, when faced 
with a real situation, work in friendliest co-operation. 
The realization that the seven organizations indicated 
below are getting together is most encouraging to every 
believer in applied democracy. It needed only the sug- 
gestion of the President that they "unite their forth- 
coming appeals for funds" to precipitate the spirit of 
co-operative humanity which we should have known 
dwells in the heart of the nation. Most divergent inter- 
ests have become one in this the biggest drive for funds 
ever before attempted. Eacial, religious and sectarian 
points of view are here merged into the one big resolution 
to serve. The result is that there is no hut, club house 
or headquarters maintained by any one of these seven 
organizations at which every man wearing an Allied 
uniform is not welcome. Nobody asks him his denomi- 
nation — there is a hearty welcome for him irrespective 
of his religious belief, his race or his social standing. 

These seven agencies will combine during the week 
of November 11 for a War Fund Campaign to raise 
$170,500,000. The budget for each of the organizations 
has been approved by the War Department. All the 



money raised will be divided pro rata according to the 
percentage each of the seven budgets represents. The 
"Drive" has government sanction. The organizations 
for which the fund is to be raised and their budgets fol- 
low: 

Young Men's Christian Association $100,000,000 

Young Women's Christian Association 15,000,000 

National Catholic War Council (including 
work of the Knights of Columbus and 

special war activities for women) 30,000,000 

Jewish Welfare Board 3,500,000 

War Camp Community Service 15,000,000 

American Library Association 3,500,000 

Salvation Army 3,500,000 

Total . , $170,500,000 



JUSTICE BEGINS AT HOME 

AT a time when the American people are going forth 
to promote justice among the nations every evi- 
dence of injustice at home arouses a fear for the future 
of the nation's purpose. The Advocate of Peace has re- 
frained from entering into debates about such matters 
as freedom of speech, conscientious objectors, the liberty 
of the press, and the like, partly because such things 
have no place in time of war, but primarily because of a 
fear that the chief immediate job of winning the war 
might possibly be embarrassed thereby. Partially for 
the same reasons but largely because of a distaste for 
scolding and a feeling of shame at the behavior of 
some of our fellows, we have watched the growing 
opposition to the teaching of the German language 
in our public schools thus far without comment. But 
the persecution of the German language has now 
reached to the open persecution of officials, including a 
government official. Three reasons lead us now to 
speak : one, that the opposition to the teaching of Ger- 
man in our educational institutions is without founda- 
tion in reason; two, that it is due to a peculiarly Ameri- 
can mental strabismus ; and, three, that the criticism in 
this matter of the United States Commissioner of Edu- 
cation is wholly unjust. 

We believe that the language of instruction in all our 
schools of whatever grade should be the English lan- 
guage, and that all students unable to use the English 
language should be taught it as efficiently and rapidly 
as possible. We believe this because the students of our 
schools will naturally find it difficult to understand the 
spirit of our institutions without the ability to read and 
converse in our common tongue. We believe further that 
with the demands upon our elementary schools as they 
are that there is no room in the lower grades for instruc- 
tion in any foreign language which could be worth while. 
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Of course, the public schools, supported for the 
public, by the public, should be wholly consonant with 
established American ideals. Any form of treason to 
America in our public schools should be as unthinkable 
as the willful spreading of a deadly contagion in an un- 
suspecting community. But, of course, there is no 
more relation between a familiarity with the German 
language and disloyalty than there is between ignorance 
and innocence. It should be possible for any student to 
elect any modern language, including German, be that 
in high school, college, or university. To deny the 
value of the German language is to deceive one's self 
into believing that there is no value in German art, 
literature or science. To proscribe the study of the 
language of any people is to return to the old unholy 
days of the index expurgatorius, of the burning of the 
books, and of the bulls ad extirpande. A wilfully en- 
forced ignorance is an autocratic perversion of liberty 
and a melancholy danger to any community. If ever 
we as a practical people needed to know the German 
language that time is now. The poets, all the great 
writers of the older Germany, wrote for all time, and it 
is inconceivable that the writers of the new Germany 
will have nothing to contribute to our enrichment. It 
is not becoming in us as we fare forth seeking for deeper 
and richer breaths of freedom and democracy, that we 
should stifle our own minds in any manner whatsoever. 

But to eliminate German from our schools would 
mean to handicap our commercial enterprises, many of 
which will succeed or fall in proportion as a working 
knowledge of the German language is known or not 
known. The work of German intelligence will not cease 
at the close of this war, and we shall need to translate 
that work into our language for the help of our enter- 
prises. Where are our translators to come from if we 
banish the language from our schools? If we were to 
eliminate all German books from our colleges and li- 
braries, American science would be by that much the 
poorer. But that is not all. Familiarity with the Ger- 
man language is a military necessity with our armies 
abroad and with our men in the service at home. This 
last statement is supported officially by the War Depart- 
ment, which includes German in the curriculum of the 
Army Training Corps. The Director of Military In- 
telligence of our War Department holds that it is 
highly desirable that officers possess at least a reading 
knowledge of German; that a speaking knowledge ren- 
ders the sphere of an officer's usefulness all the wider; 
and that it is important for officers and men in the pres- 
ent war to be able to converse intelligently with and to 
question freely prisoners of war — indeed, that each 
division and army corps must be supplied with a corps 
of trained interpreters for this purpose. From the 



commercial and from the military point of view, fa- 
miliarity with the German language is an accomplish- 
ment for the purpose of understanding what a real or 
potential enemy may be planning. 

For these reasons we believe that the opposition to 
the teaching of the German language in our educational 
institutions is not only without foundation in reason, 
but that it is subversive of many of the things we are 
trying as a nation to accomplish, particularly of the 
cause of common sense and plain justice to ourselves. 

We are in position to inform our readers, if they do 
not know ij already, that this opposition is peculiarly 
American. There has been no such opposition in Eng- 
land. German is taught in all the universities of Eng- 
land and Wales. The Secretary of State for the United 
Kingdom recently wrote to our Ambassador in England, 
"Ignorance of the mental attitude and aspirations of 
the German people may not have been the cause of the 
war; it certainly prevented due preparation and hamp- 
ered our efforts after the war had begun; it still darkens 
our counsels." It is generally agreed abroad that the 
important tongues of Europe, in alphabetical order, are 
English, French, German, Italian, Bussian and Spanish. 
Even if values are to be altered after the war, it is the 
prevailing opinion among the European educators that 
"the constitution of this group is hardly likely to be 
changed." The Journal of Education, London, com- 
plained in its April number, 1918, that if the German 
language were eliminated from the English schools "all 
the government departments when next they want Ger- 
man scholars will have to go to Germany for them." In 
France, the Minister of Public Instruction has invited 
the heads of educational institutions to exert their 
influence with the families to have their children en- 
roll with the German course. The number of pupils 
studying German in the high schools of France 
varies from one-fourth to one-third of the total 
number of students. The position among the en- 
lightened of France is that France cannot afford to be 
ignorant of German. French official opinion is that 
"the language of the enemy is a weapon of national 
defense." For these reasons our opinion is that Eng- 
lish and French are saner upon this matter than our un- 
official American judgments, our public school boards, 
press, and people less wise than the English and French. 
Opposition to elective courses in the German language 
is peculiarly and unfortunately American. 

This type of unwisdom among a large proportion of 
our public opinion is now expressing itself here and 
there in opposition to our United States Commissioner 
of Education. He has been accused of saying in a 
public address in Ohio that the anti-German language 
crusade is "patriotic hysteria," He denies the charge, 
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and we believe him. And yet, as always follows a pub- 
lished statement, there are some who accept the charge 
unquestioningly. In this case a few go so far as to call 
for the removal of the Commissioner, calling his conduct 
''impertinent, untimely, and ill-judged." Being critical 
in matters of learning and good taste, and with one 
agreement that savors of a common origin, they resolve 
"that the cause of education and the welfare of the coun- 
try generally would be promoted by the removal of said 
Claxton and the appointment in his stead of a man of 
real learning, judgment and good taste." The injustice 
of this opposition lies in the fact that the Commissioner 
has expressed no views relative to the teaching of Ger- 
man in the public schools, except, we feel sure, as he in 
his official capacity has been asked. In all of his 
replies he has, we have no doubt, spoken with the ad- 
vice and consent of his superior officer, of the Director 
of the Council of National Defense — indeed, it may 
be said, of the Administration. His views, substan- 
tially the same as those set forth in this editorial, 
represent, we believe, the collective judgment of the staff 
of the Bureau of Education and all dispassionate lovers 
of America bent upon utilizing to the utmost every 
available agency for winning and ending the war. Our 
Secretary of State, speaking in Auburn, N. Y., October 
10, felt called upon to say : 

"I believe that we must also assume another premise 
in striving to solve the problems which lie before us. It 
is that the temper of the peoples who have been engaged 
in this internecine struggle will, for some time after the 
war and certainly immediately after it, be impressed 
with hostility and hatred for one another. The result of 
this mental attitude will make more difficult the estab- 
lishment of a true equilibrium between nations, for it 
will produce an intemperate bias which will impair 
judgment and cause vindictiveness toward former ene- 
mies unless influential and sober-minded men resist this 
natural feeling and preserve their minds open and free, 
so that they will impartially weigh the truth and not 
impute guilt to the misguided or the ignorant. I know 
that this is a difficult thing to do, because it is humanly 
difficult to dissociate the instrument of evil from the 
one who conceives the evil and directs the instrument. 
But, none the less, sound common sense imposes upon 
us the duty of correcting, in so far as we are able, this 
tendency, which will, if it continues, weaken materially 
the true spirit of justice which is essential to enduring 
peace. 

"You who. are present tonight, believing in the 
brotherhood of man and trained in those precepts which 
have given the standard of right to this age, know, as I 
know, that the American people ought not, after the war 
is won, to cherish a pitiless hate for all those who have 
served the military dictators of Central Europe. We 
should discriminate between the ignorant and the intel- 
ligent, between the responsible and the irresponsible, 
between the master and the serf. It seems to me that 
it is the plain duty of all those who can influence pub- 



lic opinion in this country to so guide American thought 
that passion will not prevent the putting into operation 
of a wise plan for the readjustment of the world when 
peace is restored." 

We accept these timely and eloquent words as the ex- 
pression of our own feeling in all their fullness and 
simplicity. 



THE STEPS TO PEACE 

Much is written today and has been written during 
the last month bearing directly upon the most 
important event of the world's future, the settlement of 
the war. This writing constitutes a mass of material 
in which it would require the assurance of omniscience 
to pick and choose, saying, "This is of first importance" 
and "That is secondary;" "This is wholly ephemeral 
and will be forgotten" and "That is an integral part of 
the permanent structure of peace." One fact, however, 
can be stated definitely and some discrimination based 
upon it. This is that all the writing of these days is 
of one or the other of two distinct sorts : it is either of 
the nature of official documents or it is of the nature of 
comment upon such official documents. 

It is well within the right of Advocate op Peace at 
this time, limited only by the amount of space allowed 
us by the Pulp and Paper Division of the War Indus- 
tries Board, to add indefinitely to the mass of personal 
opinion being formulated upon the exchange of diplo- 
matic correspondence between the Central Powers and 
President Wilson. But it is also well within our right 
to withhold comment. It may not be possible for any 
of us, either reader or editor, to determine the relative 
value of what is written today, when events move so 
swiftly and all the world seems in flux; but we can be 
sure of one thing, namely, that of the two sorts of writ- 
ings set before us, what is most permanent and most 
worthy of our earnest study lies rather in the class of 
the brief self-explanatory official utterances than in the 
class of personal and of necessity hastily formed opin- 
ions about them. There is a situation conceivable in 
which it is cowardly to withhold a definite opinion. 
Occasionally, however, it is both wise and charitable to 
let events take their course, and to reserve unnecessary 
expression of views upon this half-determined direction. 
We conceive this to be the type of the present situa- 
tion. So far as words can go, the protestation of Ger- 
many of October 21 might well have marked a definite 
step forward towards a righteous and durable peace. 
But the howl of derision with which it was popularly 
received, as well as the world's former unfortunate ex- 
perience with German statements professing utter sin- 
cerity, make any such conclusion extremely hazardous. 



